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First Industry 4.0 Hackathon in Bremen 

New ideas for the digital future 

 

Bremen/Hameln, 19 February 2018 

Last weekend (16 to 18 February 2018), the develope r community 

from the region got together for the very first Ind ustry 4.0 

Hackathon in Bremen. During the programming maratho n in the 

"Kraftwerk", 14 teams showed what can be done in a mere 48 

hours, starting from the generation of ideas and th en moving 

onwards to the implementation of prototype software . What was 

being looked for were creative ideas that could be put into practice 

for networked products, apps and services focussing  on B2B 

applications. The aim of the work done by each team  up until 

Sunday was to develop appropriate strategies, work out new 

concepts, create the associated programs and finall y convince the 

jury that the team's idea was worthwhile. Member of  the jury and 

director of innovation Frank Maier was thrilled: "I t is incredible what 

creative results the teams developed in such a shor t time". 

 

The most convincing developers were the "neusta" team, which won the first prize for the 
"Best Idea", with prize money amounting to €1500.   
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They developed a method of enabling optimised financial transactions between 
machines, based on the use of the crypto-currency IOTA. 

The second prize "Best Implementation" with €1000 prize money was won by the "Just in 
Time" team with their idea for an intelligent, weight-based ordering system. The Lenze 
Group was the sponsor for the prize for second place. Six other teams also won prizes.  

The new hackathon format was arranged by encoway GmbH from Bremen.  

The supplier of innovative software for mechanical engineering is especially interested in 
bringing young people together who want to work with technologies of the future in a 
creative environment. Managing director Christoph Ranze says: "With this hackathon, 
we want to show that industrial tasks can be unbelievably sexy – not only for engineers, 
but also for computer scientists and creatives." And why Bremen? For Ranze, it is 
exactly the right place because here there is a lot of up-and-coming new talent from the 
MINT disciplines. 

In several small teams, 80 students, software developers and creatives working in the 
field of science and in actual practice demonstrated their love of experimentation in the 
areas of Cloud, Mobile and Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT). For their self-defined 
tasks, they used platforms and eco-systems provided by well-known industrial partners 
such as Lenze, Airbus and Schultz Systemtechnik. The participants were therefore able 
to try out their skills and ideas with real machine data.  

Encoway's sister company logicline GmbH from Stuttgart and the automation company 
Lenze SE from Hameln supported the hackathon. As an IT consulting and project 
company, logicline specialises in the development of digital products and has been 
successfully organising the Stuttgart hackathon for several years now (www.hackathon-
stuttgart.de). encoway and logicline belong to the Lenze Group. With a combined total of 
around 200 experienced employees, they represent the rapidly growing business of 
software and digital services from Lenze. 

What is a hackathon? 

The term "hackathon" originated in Canada and the USA in the 1990s and is a 
combination of the words "hacking" and "marathon". This is merely a play on words and 
does not refer to criminal cyber activities of any kind. On the contrary, it primarily 
concerns innovative approaches to challenges that necessitate solutions in the form of 
creative programs.  

Hackathons bring people from different areas together in order to expedite diverse types 
of solution to variegated problems. In a hackathon, software and hardware developers, 
graphic designers and web designers, as well as other people with IT associations 
collaborate with each other intensively under the pressure of a deadline. The aim is to 
develop a usable IT solution for a specific target group. 
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Picture material 

Photo and text for download under Press on the website of Lenze SE (www.Lenze.com). We would also be 

very gratified if you could publish this article free of charge on your Internet website. 
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Caption 1:  

For 42 hours, 80 students, software developers, designers and creatives present at the hackathon worked 

intensively and enthusiastically on ideas for the future. The best results were awarded prizes by a jury. 

Photo: encoway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption 2:  

The "neusta" team was overjoyed to be awarded first place with a prize of €1500. 
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About Lenze 

Lenze is a leading automation company for the mechanical engineering sector. With problem-solving expertise 

derived from 70 years of experience, Lenze is a strong and competent partner that works closely alongside its 

customers. The company's portfolio includes high-quality mechatronic products and packages, power systems 

consisting of hardware and software for machine automation as well as services for digitisation in the area of 

big-data management, Cloud solutions and mobile applications, including software in the context of the Internet 

of Things (IoT).  

Lenze employs around 3,500  people worldwide and is represented globally in 60 different countries. In the 

framework of its growth strategy, Lenze intends to invest more in the areas of Industry 4.0 in the next few years 

– the aim being to boost sales and long-term profitability. 


