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Ready for the Internet of Things 

A new chapter in automation  

 

Hannover/Hamelin, 6 February 2018 

Lenze is opening a new chapter in automation for th e Hannover 

Messe. The company’s latest modular device, the i95 0 Servo 

Inverter, gives machine manufacturers access to a c omprehensive 

automation platform. In future it will no longer ma tter whether the 

machine builder is looking for a centralised or a d ecentralised 

automaton topology or an intelligent mix of the two . Lenze’s future-

proof portfolio covers the control level, the field  level, and the 

electromechanics, and it ensures standardised data communication 

as well as connectivity to the cloud. It offers eas y, efficient access 

for machine manufacturers who have to get highly fl exible, 

intelligent, networked and custom-made machines to market as 

quickly as possible along with the corresponding di gital offerings – 

and who regard the acquired expertise as a secure i nvestment in 

the future. This can all be seen live in action at the Hannover 

Messe, at Stand H20 in Hall 14. 
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The Lenze portfolio is now uniformly compatible and scalable, ensuring the greatest 

possible flexibility in the implementation of modular machine concepts and facilitating 

automation solutions that are tailored to meet the requirements of the task in hand. The 

new i950 servo inverter, like the controllers in the Lenze portfolio, allows the machine 

manufacturer to use the standardised technology modules in the FAST Application 

Software Toolbox. Where necessary, he can adapt these modules individually for 

specific customers or use his own software if it is programmed in IEC61131-3.  This 

means he can develop his machine modules in a standardised way and, making a very 

safe investment with very little outlay, he can develop a comprehensive set of re-usable 

software – whether for modules with a decentralised intelligence in each axis or for 

modules with a powerful central control for complex multi-axis movements. From the 

software-engineering point of view, it will be irrelevant whether a servo inverter is 

integrated into the machine topology as a simple activating drive, as a parameterisable 

axis, or as a freely programmable axis. 

 

Ready for the Internet of Things 

Modern automation solutions should not restrict themselves merely to networking the 

machines on the shop floor. The further development of business models in the context 

of digital transformation is inextricably linked to cloud computing. Data from machines 

and systems are collected in the cloud, analysed there, and then linked to other 

information when necessary. Connectivity to the cloud will become a standard feature of 

the field level in the next few years, like fieldbus communication. This is why Lenze 

consistently uses standardised protocols such as OPC UA or the MQTT standard in its 

automation portfolio. This guarantees that its components are future-proof even in the 

age of cloud computing. Working in collaboration with the providers of cloud 

infrastructures, Lenze has thus created the basis for generating information – or, even 

better, knowledge – from data and thereby increasing the productivity and reliability of its 

customers’ machines and systems.   

 

Digital services 

Digital transformation is changing the basic operating conditions for all production 

companies, and this has consequences for machine manufacturers.  

In a digitally transformed market, the capability for specifying, developing, implementing, 

supplying and maintaining comprehensive software systems and, in particular, inter-

operable digital products will be of crucial importance. The conventional machine control 

application, which machine manufacturers today call “software”, will be used in only a 

small proportion of the systems of the future.  
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Lenze is meeting the digital challenge with a uniformly compatible service portfolio that 

comes from an automation specialist with more than 17 years of experience in the 

software business. The portfolio ranges from concepts and methodologies to application 

modules, and it connects the levels from sensors/actuators all the way up to cloud 

business models.  

 

Here, too, the uniform compatibility of the portfolio makes it possible to find suitable 

solutions for the customer’s situation and requirements. The support begins with ideas 

and concepts for digital products and services, and it extends to dedicated teams for 

fast, flexible software development and to operation and support for cloud solutions. In 

collaboration with platform suppliers, Lenze can provide application modules for such 

things as connectivity and asset management or analytics apps. The company’s 

philosophy is to focus on open standards and modular architectures for a high level of 

investment security. This means that OEMs and production firms can exploit the 

possibilities of digitalisation, offer their customers new digital services and increase the 

productivity and reliability of their machines and systems.  
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Photographic material 

Photo and text are available for download under “News” on the Lenze SE website (www.Lenze.com). We 

would also be happy for you to publish them on your website, free of charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture caption 
 
Batch size 1 and a highly flexible production process bring with them new requirements: plug-and-work 
capability, networking, interoperability, dynamic changeability, and service paradigms. The machine itself is 
part of a strong IT backbone and it becomes just a module with standardised interfaces for which 
communication protocols are usually implemented. Software is the most important enabler in this regard.  
 
Photo: Lenze SE 
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About Lenze  

Lenze is a leading automation company for the machine-building industry and a specialist in Motion Centric 

Automation. As a systems supplier with solutions competence, Lenze works for and with its customers to 

create high-quality mechatronic products and packages, powerful systems consisting of hardware and software 

for machine automation, as well as digitalisation services in areas such as big data management, cloud or 

mobile solutions, and software for the Internet of Things (IoT). 

Lenze employs around 3,500 employees worldwide and is represented in 60 countries. Lenze’s growth 

strategy will see the company continuing to invest strongly in the areas relating to Industry 4.0 in the coming 

years – with the aim of increasing sales revenue and profitability. 

 

 


